
 

 

Holy Trinity N.S. 

Homework Policy 

 

Introductory Statement 
This policy is updated and revised; making reference to homework surveys, review of current 
research and teacher discussion. 
 

Relationship to Characteristic Spirit of the School 
This policy relates to Holy Trinity’s Mission statement: 
 
“Education in Holy Trinity School is characterised by care for the individual, answering the child’s 
many needs within the framework of a well-structured environment. We aim to enrich each child, 
prepare him/her for life and give a solid foundation for their development as a Christian and citizen 
of the world”. 
 
The objectives of the school are: 

 To give the children the basic training they need so that they will grow up to become 
integrated and self-reliant people 

 To create a climate of trust and love where each child is valued as an individual and is 
helped to develop a sense of his/her own worth 

 To foster loyalty and mutual respect 

 To help form rounded personalities and enable our pupils to become good Christians and 
citizens 

 To encourage parents to support the educational efforts of the school 
 
We acknowledge that the parents are the primary educators of their children. The educational 
environment will be such that the child is encouraged and stimulated to be confident, appreciative, 
independent and creative and to be an active learner at his/her own rate.” 
 

Research Autumn 2019 
In the Autumn term 2019 we distributed a homework survey to all parents and children. 74% of 
parents responded and 39% of children responded. 
 
Parent Survey Summary 
Most parents help their children with homework. 22% find homework to be a stressful time. 68% 
feel homework helps children to understand their schoolwork better and 70% feel it is beneficial to 
children’s learning. The open text replies were informative. Times for unstructured play and after 
school activities were mostly mentioned. 
 
Children’s Survey Summary 
39% of children responded. 67% say they find homework very easy or easy. 33% find homework 
hard. Most children get help with their homework. 71% say homework helps them understand 
schoolwork better. Maths homework is the most popular with writing and project work coming an 
equal second. 



 
International and National Research 
This is a snapshot of some of the academic research we looked at: 
 
Marzano and Pickering 2007 
“Research provides strong evidence that, when used appropriately, homework benefits student 
achievement” 
 
Harris Cooper 2006 
“Homework for young children should be short, lead to success without much struggle, 
occasionally involve parents, and when possible use out of school activities that kids enjoy..” 
 
Carr 2013 
She summarized that: “Effective homework should be purposeful efficient, personalized, doable 
and inviting”. 
 

 Why give homework? 

 To reinforce what the child learns during the day 

 To provide a link between home and school 

 To develop study skills 

 To provide opportunities for pupils to explore topics independently 

 When is homework given? 

 Homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays but not on 
Fridays 

 Sometimes at the discretion of the class teacher or the principal, children are given a 
“homework pass” as a reward or as acknowledgment of some special occasion 

 “Light” homework is given from time to time at the discretion of school or teacher 

 Often times no homework is given at the start of the school year or when the weather is 
warm and sunny 

 What is the content of homework? 

 Mostly homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks and 
written tasks 

 Homework may consist of practising a poem, Irish dancing steps, tin whistle, searching 
the internet for information, physical activity, collecting items, asking and finding out 
information 

 Homework will regularly contain reading, spellings, tables, written work, pieces to be 
“learned by heart”, and finishing work started in class 

 Children may be given the week’s homework on Monday and so do more on one day 
and less on another 

 Children often feel that reading and “learning by heart” is not real homework. Parents 
can play an important role in listening to reading and items to be learned ensuring this 
work is done well 



 How much time should be spent on homework? 

The following are guidelines for time spent at homework. Time spent will vary from day to day 
and also from the beginning to the end of the school year. It is important to remember that it is 
the quality and not the quantity of homework that matters. The following are general guidelines 
only:  

 
Junior and Senior Infants  Up to 15 minutes 
1

st
 and 2

nd
 Classes   Up to 20 minutes 

3
rd

 and 4
th

 Classes   Up to 35 minutes 
5

th
 and 6

th
 Classes   Up to 45 minutes 

 How can parents help? 

 Provide a suitable place and time to do homework, minimising interruptions or 
distractions, like T.V. or phone  

 Ensure all learning and reading work is completed 

 Encourage a positive attitude towards homework 

 Praise effort 

 Check and sign homework journal and reading card 

 Check that your child has everything ready for the next school day: books, copies, 
journal, stationery or anything specifically needed for next school day 

 If a child has difficulty with homework, parents may help with further explanation or 
examples, but not by actually doing the homework for the child. In this case the parent 
should write a note to the teacher outlining any difficulties 

 How often do teachers monitor homework? 

 Ideally teachers like to check homework on a daily basis 

 As children get older and learn to work independently, some items of homework are 
checked less often e.g. every second day or once per week 

 Some items of homework (and class work) may be checked by children themselves 
under the direction of the teacher. This can be a useful part of the learning process for 
children. 

 When should parents communicate with the teachers about homework? 

 When your child cannot do homework  

 When your child cannot do homework because she/he does not understand some 
aspect of the homework 

 If the time being spent at homework is often longer than the recommended amount of 
time 

 
Remember 

If homework is a stressful experience between parent and child, something is wrong! This 

leads to poor learning and defeats the whole purpose. Should this happen on a regular 

basis, please contact the class teacher. 
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