
Holy Trinity NS 
Geography Policy 

 
Introductory Statement and Rationale 
 
(a) Introductory Statement: 
This Geography Policy was first formulated in 2004 by the staff of Holy Trinity 
NS. 
 
(b) Rationale: 

 To benefit the teaching and learning of Geography in our school. 

 To make us aware and conform to the principles outlined in the curriculum. 

 To implement these principles in a broad and balanced manner. 
 
Vision and Aims 
 
(a) Vision: 
We seek to assist the children in our school in achieving an awareness and 
understanding of the world around them. We want to equip the children with a 
variety of skills and concepts enabling them to explore and record natural and 
human features of their local environment and the wider community. 
Furthermore, we wish to enhance the child’s sense of local and global 
geographical awareness by developing an appreciation of people from a diversity 
of cultural, ethnic, social and religious backgrounds.  
 
(b) Aims: 
We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Geography: 

 To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider 
environments and their interrelationships. 

 To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and 
human conditions on the Earth. 

 To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an 
understanding of human interdependence. 

 To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness. 

 To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour 
towards the environment.  

 To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts. 

 To differentiate the geography curriculum to cater for the various learning 
needs of the children in our school. 

 
Curriculum Planning 
 
1. Strands and Strand Units: 
 
Each teacher is familiar with the strands, strand units and content objectives for 
his/ her relevant classes. We are aware that the infant classes to second classes 



have to cover all strands, strand units and content objectives. From third to sixth 
class there is opportunity to select a town in Ireland, a European country and a 
non- European country to study and compare. Certain strand units are revisited 
throughout the school and covered in depth as the children progress; these 
strand units are covered in  teachers` planning. Equal emphasis will be given to 
each strand and strand unit. A full range of objectives will be covered during 
each year. We intend to pick certain themes per year to use in a theme –based 
approach to SESE. Our 3-year plan for the Junior and Middle Rooms and our 2 
year plan for the Senior Room is appended. 
 

2. Skills Development: 
We ensure that there is a balance between skills development and acquisition of 
knowledge. 
We use the following strategies; 

 A sense of place and space. 

 Maps, globes and graphical skills (using pictures, maps and models and 
globes) 

 Geographical investigation skills 
- Questioning. 
- Observing. 
- Predicting. 
- Investigating and experimenting. 
- Estimating and measuring. 
- Analysing. 
- Recording and communicating. 
- Evaluating. 

 
 
3. Children’s Ideas: 
We recognise the importance of using the children’s ideas of place and space as 
a starting point for all geography activities. We use strategies such as talk and 
discussion, questioning, listening, problem solving tasks, drawings and teacher 
designed tasks and tests to discover the ideas that the children may have. 
 
4. Approaches and Methodologies: 
We use the key methodologies of the curriculum as part of the geography 
programme, e.g. 

- Active learning. 
- Problem solving. 
- Talk and discussion. 
- Co-operative learning. 
- Use of the environment. 

 
We follow the recommended sequence for geography; 
Local, regional, national, European and global. 
 



The approaches and methodologies used in learning about places, human and 
natural environments and fieldwork are for example: 

- Photographs. 
- Internet. 
- Field work. 
- Surveys. 
- Interviews. 
- Artefacts. 
- Explanatory trails. 
- Environmental audits. 
- Atlases and globes. 

 
5. Linkage and Integration: 
We endeavour to link one strand with another strand in the geography 
programme where it is appropriate and we can do this using a thematic 
approach. We also maximise opportunities for integration with other subjects in 
the curriculum. For example Germany and WW2 are linked, work on Kenya is 
linked with our Market Day and Harvest is linked with people at work.  
 
 
6. Multi-Grade Teaching: 
Junior Infants to 1st class are grouped together, 2nd to 4th class are together and 
5th and 6th class are together. When planning we consulted with our cuiditheoir to 
devise a plan for each of our groupings. We are aware of the necessity of whole 
school planning and close consultation between colleagues. We often meet as a 
whole school to share our classroom work and to learn from each other. For 
example, we share our Green School work and we often have visitors to talk to 
the whole school. The Junior Room uses the Earthlink Series but also use a wide 
range of other materials and resources. The Middle and Senior Rooms do not 
use one particular textbook but have built up a range of textbooks and materials 
to support their Geography programme.  
 
7. Assessment and Record Keeping: 
The teacher uses a variety of assessment tools to gather information about a 
child’s progress and these include: 

- Teacher observation and questioning. 
- Teacher designed tasks and tests. 
- Work samples, portfolios and projects. 
- Concept maps 
- Conferencing 

 
The teacher uses this information as part of class and school planning. Records 
are kept in children’s folders and filing cabinet. 
 
7. Children with Different Needs; 



We support and ensure the participation of children with special educational 
needs in the geography curriculum. We do this by differentiating content, 
approaches and methodologies to facilitate the development and understanding 
of the student’s participation. We also refer to the NCCA draft guidelines pp. 31-
46. 
 
8. Equality of Participation and Access: 
Equal opportunities are given to boys and girls to participate and experience all 
classes and all strands. We also recognise the necessity for inclusion of the 
following; 

- Children experiencing any form of disadvantage. 
- Children whose first language is not English. 
- Children of other cultures e.g. travellers and international pupils. 

 
Organisational Planning 
 
9.  Timetable: 
Approximately one hour per week is allocated for geography in the senior room 
and middle room and 45 minutes approximately in the junior room. This time can 
be blocked and also discretionary curriculum time may be used. 
 
10.  Resources and ICT: 
We intend to develop an inventory of resources available for geography e.g. 
maps, atlases, globes, wall charts and posters. 
We have a number of additional resources – internet, digital camera, etc. 
Teachers monitor the internet usage of the children and an internet filtering 
system is in place to ensure appropriate educational access to the internet. 
 
11.  Health and Safety: 
Refer to our school’s Health and Safety Policy. 
 
12.  Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting: 
The whole school plan for Geography will provide the information for individual 
teachers for their class planning, both long and short term. Teachers will refer to 
strands and strand units in the curriculum document for Geography. The Cúntas 
Míosúil will be kept in the teachers individual planning folders and in a central 
folder in the staff room. 
  
13.  Staff Development: 
We place great emphasis on the importance of professional development. 
Teachers are encouraged to share their expertise both formally and informally. 
Teachers may attend courses throughout the year in the Mayo Education Centre 
and appropriate summer courses. 
 
14.  Parental Involvement: 



We recognise the importance of parental involvement in supporting our 
geography plan. Parents are involved by helping at events such as the Green 
School Action Day. Parents are invited to attend talks on the Geography 
Curriculum  e.g. Green School’s Travel theme given by An Taisce. Parents are 
involved by sharing their expertise and personal experience. We have many 
parents who are not Irish and we invite them to share first hand knowledge of 
their country with us.  Parents and children foster their interest in national, 
European and global geography by visiting other countries and experiencing 
different cultures. 
 
15.  Community Links: 

- Railway Walk. 
- Carrowbeg River. 
- Owenwee Bog 
- Clew Bay 
- Old Head Beach. 
- Westport town. 
- Croagh Patrick. 
- Old buildings and natural environment in the locality. 

 
Success Criteria 
 
We measure our success by:  

 Evidence that pupils are engaging in personal to local, regional to national 
and European to international studies. 

 Our yearly and classroom planning is based on our whole school plan. 

 There is a balance between skills and content. 

 There is development of geographical skills throughout the classes. 

 Integrated themes are being developed across the school, using a whole 
school approach e.g. weather week, homes, my locality, my school 

 That the curriculum is spiral and developmental in its structure. 

 Classes engaged in outdoor observation and fieldtrips.  

 Use of maps, globes, photographs, weather equipment. 

 Procedures outlined in this plan are followed throughout the school. 

 Children’s feedback 

 Teacher/Parent feedback 

 Inspectors suggestions/feedback  
 
 
Implementation 
 
(a) Roles and Responsibilities: 
The Principal and the staff will be responsible for developing and implementing 
the plan. 
 
 



Review 
 
(a) Roles and Responsibilities: 
The Principal, teachers, pupils, Board of Management and the DES will all be 
involved in the review process. The Principal is responsible for coordinating this 
review. 
Ratified 2004 
Reviewed  2010 
 
 
_________________________  
next review 2014 
 

 

 


